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    	SECURING YOUR FUTURE: ACTRA RACS INVITES MROC MEMBERS TO JOIN OUR COLLECTIVE

	

	5 April 2024
	
		
		Front, News, Uncategorized	
	

	
	
ACTRA RACS won’t miss a beat in ensuring Canadian performers receive the royalties they deserve





The Musicians Rights Organization Canada (MROC) have announced a plan to wind down the organization by the end of 2024, with regular operations ending on June 30, 2024. This presents MROC members with a pivotal decision regarding their future in royalty collection and distribution.

ACTRA RACS is welcoming all MROC members to join our recording artists collective. Although the dissolution of MROC is a loss for the performer community, ACTRA RACS stands ready to support the needs of MROC members who choose to join the tens of thousands of other performers who trust our team to safeguard their performer rights.




As industry-wide changes impact the bottom line of performers, ACTRA RACS is uniquely positioned to address these changes effectively. Our sole focus on performers means we deeply understand and advocate for performer rights. Our expertise in both domestic and international royalty collection ensures that performers receive direct and fair compensation. And as a not-for-profit, service-oriented organization affiliated with ACTRA, we have a legacy of over 80 years of advocacy for recording artists.




Today, ACTRA RACS advocates for new performer revenue streams, challenges inadequate structures in Canada that leave performers lagging the international standard and ensures that all performers are receiving every penny in fair compensation.

Join us to grow our collective voice and fight even harder for performer rights across Canada. With ACTRA RACS, performers gain a partner that is strong, stable, and ready to support them.

To complete the transfer to ACTRA RACS, interested performers can do the following: 

1. Register with ACTRA RACS

2. Complete the MROC Transfer and Termination Form and return it to ACTRA RACS.

3. The dedicated and talented ACTRA RACS team will confirm the receipt and provide next steps shortly thereafter. 





We look forward to working for you. 



















    	2024 Distribution Schedule Update

	

	5 April 2024
	
		
		Front, News, Uncategorized	
	

	
	
We are pleased to continue our Monthly Royalty Releases in 2024 to ensure that performers receive their royalties as quickly as possible.  




International royalties are claimed and received on a schedule that varies by country and can change throughout the year .  Similarly, the schedule for Canadian royalties is currently subject to ongoing systems challenges as Canadian organizations integrate into a new shared repertoire system.  Monthly Royalty Releases give ACTRA RACS the flexibility to release all available royalties on frequent and regular intervals. 

For Canadian royalties, we have created a tentative 2024 schedule to outline the month range where we expect the distribution to occur: 





January, February, March 
2004-2006 *Closeout Reallocation Payment 
Final Distribution on 2014-2016 Royalty Period 
 
April, May, June 
2014-2016 Closeout Reallocation Payment
Additional Distribution On 2021 Royalty Period 




July, August, September 
First Distribution on Canadian Royalties From 2023 Usage 
Additional distribution on 2021-2022




October, November December 
Final Distribution on 2007-2008 Royalty Period 
Additional Payments on Open Periods 2019-2023





ACTRA RACS continues to push for a shared Canadian system that best meets the needs of performers and that offers a regular and reliable distribution schedule. 





*A Closeout Reallocation Payment is a “top-up” payment.  Any outstanding unclaimed royalties from a given period are reallocated to the performers who have made successful claims. More information on our closeout schedule.



    	Do We Have Royalties For You? Search Our Canadian Airplay and Usage Data To Find Out

	

	5 April 2024
	
		
		Front, News, Uncategorized	
	

	
	
The searchable ACTRA RACS database provides information on all recordings appearing in our Canadian airplay and usage data in open royalty periods up to and including 2022. If you find a recording title that you have performed on, there *may be royalties available for you. To receive your share of royalties from ACTRA RACS, you must be registered with ACTRA RACS.
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*Royalties related to titles found in this database are subject to eligibility requirements. For more information, please review the eligibility details for each revenue stream. Additionally, since this database includes all titles found in our airplay and usage data, many performers appearing on these recordings would have already received their share of royalties. For details on any closed royalty years, please review our closeout schedule.



    	Music Industry Shows United Support For A Tech Neutral Private Copying Levy

	

	2 June 2023
	
		
		Front, News	
	

	
	
On June 1st, organizations representing rightsholders from across the Canadian music industry gathered in Ottawa to voice support for a tech neutral private copying levy.  ACTRA RACS joined the coalition and took part in very productive conversations with representatives in Ottawa.  

Other music industry organizations in attendance included: SOCAN, CMRRA, ADISQ, Canadian Music Publisher’s Association, Music Managers Forum, Songwriter’s Association of Canada, Canadian Federation of Musicians, Re:Sound, MROC, SOPROQ, Guilde Des Musiciens et Musiciennes De Quebec, CIMA and others. 




We are confident this is the year to make the Copyright Act tech-neutral and restore a vital revenue stream for performers…but the fight continues.  Learn more about how you can add your voice or visit the Canadian Private Copying Collective (CPCC) directly.



    	CELEBRATING ACTRA RACS MEMBERS @ THE ECMA’s

	

	2 June 2023
	
		
		Front, News	
	

	
	
Our members shone at the 2023 East Coast Music Awards in Halifax with 9 wins and 40 nominations!  ACTRA RACS sponsored the R&B/Soul Recording of the Year, which was won by JRDN (pictured).  In addition, members Natalie MacMaster and Rawlins Cross received special honourary awards:  Director’s Special Achievement (MacMaster) and Dr. Helen Creighton Lifetime Achievement Award (Rawlins Cross).  Congratulations to all the artists on their awards and nominations! 




At the conference, ACTRA RACS staff, Bonnie Fedrau, and ACTRA RACS member, Andrea England, shared their insight on copyright royalties on the panel Rights and Royalties In The Digital Age.




No music conference is complete with lots of live music and many of our members filled the east coast air with their talents.








    	2023 Distribution Schedule Update

	

	23 February 2023
	
		
		Uncategorized	
	

	
	
In 2022, ACTRA RACS undertook a collaborative project with Re:Sound and its member collectives to develop a new technology system designed to improve the collection and distribution of Canadian neighbouring rights royalties.  As a result of these systems changes, our 2022 distribution schedule for Canadian royalties was disrupted. 

For 2023, we plan to return to a quarterly schedule for the distribution of Canadian royalties.  In addition, we will continue offering monthly royalty releases to performers receiving payments by direct deposit in 2023.  Our monthly releases include any Canadian or international royalties available at the time of release. 

Below is an overview of what royalties we expect to distribute in 2023:

Canadian Royalties: Current Periods (2021, 2022)
Beginning in April, we will be resuming our quarterly distribution schedule for royalties relating to the 2021 period.  In the second half of this year, we also plan to add 2022 royalties to the quarterly distribution schedule.

If you haven’t already provided a repertoire update for recordings you’ve performed on that were released in 2022, now is an excellent opportunity to do so!

Canadian Royalties: Retroactive Periods (2004-2020)
We continue to process final claims on the 2004-2013 period and will regularly distribute payments outstanding on these periods until each royalty year is closed. 

Royalty payments from the 2014-2020 period remain paused, but we anticipate resuming any outstanding distributions on these years in the second half of 2023.    




International Royalties
Each of our international partners operates on a unique distribution schedule which means that we are regularly processing international payments throughout the year.   To ensure that our members receive their international payments as quickly as possible, we include any available international royalties in our monthly royalty releases. 




Royalty Year Closeouts
In 2023, we will be continuing the process of closing out past years of Canadian neighbouring rights royalties.  By the end of February, we plan to issue payments related to the closeout of the 2001, 2002 and 2003 period.  In April, we plan to issue payments relating to the closeout of the 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 period.  If you received payments in the past for those years, you should see a small bump in royalties at that time.      



    	Sirius XM Programming Changes and Your Royalties

	

	2 December 2022
	
		
		Front, News	
	

	
	
Sirius XM recently announced a series of programming changes which saw the end of CBC programmed channels and the launch of several new Canadian music channels.  These changes could have an impact on the royalties ACTRA RACS collects on your behalf, both in Canada and from our partners in the USA – SoundExchange and The AFM/SAG-AFTRA Intellectual Property Fund.




If your recordings are played on the formerly CBC-programmed XM stations you may see a reduction in royalties, whereas if your recordings appear on the newly created Sirius XM Canadian music channels you may see an increase in your royalties.  




Here is list of the new Sirius XM Canadian Music channels:




Mixtape: North (ch. 164) – Canadian hip-hop/R&B                                          
The Verge (ch. 173) – emerging Canadian indie and alternative music
North Americana (ch. 359) – rock, country, folk and roots of yesterday and today.
The Indigiverse (ch. 165) Indigenous music 
Attitude Franco (ch. 163) French-Canadian rock music
Racines Musicales (ch. 166), French-Canadian and Indigenous country, folk, Cajun
Influence Franco (ch. 174), french pop and hip hop:
Top of the Country Radio (ch. 171) Canadian country music.




You may have questions about how the programming changes may affect you. We encourage you to reach out to the ACTRA RACS team with your questions.



    	ACTRA RACS: Leading Performer Rights

	

	23 November 2022
	
		
		Front, News	
	

	
	
ACTRA RACS is pleased to announce the launch of a new campaign highlighting issues that are critically important to recording artists. Our campaign entitled Leading Performer Rights will provide information on current issues and will ensure the industry understands that through RACS, recording artists have voice in ensuring royalties are effectively collected and fairly distributed to them.




How is ACTRA RACS Leading Performer Rights? We solely represent performers and we acutely understand their needs. We thrive when it comes to international collection, both domestically and internationally. We have the knowledge and understanding to collect royalties for performers – and those royalties go directly to artists. We’re not-for-profit and focused on service, and with our connection to ACTRA we have a legacy of over 75 years of advocating for recorded performers.




There’s a lot to celebrate, and now’s the time!




LET’s CELEBRATE PERFORMER RIGHTS TOGETHER: FOLLOW ACTRA RACS




We encourage you to follow us on our social media channels where we’ll be posting important updates about Leading Performer Rights: Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Facebook and sign up for our email newsletter below:




[ninja_form id=7]



    	Changes to the ACTRA RACS Team in 2022

	

	19 May 2022
	
		
		News	
	

	
	
The ACTRA RACS Team has seen some exciting changes over the past months, including – most notably – filling two vital roles on our membership team.  




NEW Membership Administrators




Maria Pettler and Kevin Lynn both joined the ACTRA RACS team in 2018 and have thrived in their prior roles.  

Maria previously worked at Outside Music and TD Canada Trust, bringing both music and administrative experience to her new role.  




Kevin Lynn brings the invaluable perspective as a professional recording and touring performer, including for the bands King Cobb Steelie and Holy Fuck, and has also worked at Outside Music as an administrator and an instructor at Durham College. 




We welcome Maria and Kevin to their new roles and look forward to enhancing the service and support that we provide to our members




MORE CHANGES AHEAD




Stay tuned as we hope to introduce a new member of the team shortly. With these changes we remain as dedicated as ever to ensuring you receive your royalties, especially coming out of such a difficult pandemic for our industry and community.



    	Let’s Restore A Vitally Important Revenue Source: Private Copying Royalties

	

	29 April 2022
	
		
		Front, News	
	

	
	
How you can help restore a vitally important source of income for our Members




If you’re a songwriter, performing artist or musician, and royalties matter to you: we need you to stand on guard for music.




As you know better than anyone, every stream of income from copyrighted music is essential to make a living from your creative output. You receive royalties, for example, when your work is recorded, streamed, or performed at a festival… and you must also be compensated when people make copies for their own private use – like playlists for listening offline.




A lot of those copies come from authorized download and streaming services, but research shows that Canadians also make billions of unlicensed copies on their phones and tablets, with no royalties paid. Why not? Shouldn’t every copy count? The problem is that levies (royalties) can only be collected for unlicensed private copies made on blank CDs, not the billions on devices like phones. The Copyright Act hasn’t kept up with technology, and rights-holders are paying the price.




A levy of just $3 on the sales of phones and tablets would generate $40 million per year in royalties from this use of your work – revenues that would flow to songwriters, composers, music publishers, recording artists, musicians and record companies. Revenues that are needed more than ever to help you keep making music.




How can you help (in 30 seconds or less)?




The Government needs to know that these royalties matter to you, not just to the collectives and trade organizations that have been fighting for years to fix this problem.




Use your own phone or tablet right now to shoot a quick selfie video of you saying “I’m _____, and I’m a recording artist.  Copyright is my paycheque.  Fix private copying levies now.” Upload it to the social media platform of your choice, and be sure to tag us in your post so we can amplify it!




Social media handles (to tag):

Twitter 
Instagram
Facebook




Suggested hashtags:




#StandOnGuardForMusic




#CopyrightIsMyPayCheque




#FixPrivateCopyingRoyaltiesNow




HOW ELSE CAN YOU HELP?




	Use our online form to give us 25 words or less in writing on why private copying reform is important to you
	Check out our toolkit for more easy actions to take, or just get in touch with CPCC
	Follow the CPCC on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to demonstrate your support and to keep up with the latest news
	Download and share the CPCC’s digital brochure
	Read RACS’s previous  blog on this issue, which contains more detailed background information
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